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CAMRA, the Campaign for
Real Ale, fights for

the preservatiocn and
promotion of beer‘brewed
in the traditional way from
malt, hops and‘yeast, and
served the way it always
has been - without being
filtered, pasteurised or
fizzed-up by uanecessary

carbon-dioxide gas.
PARISH PUMP is published

branch of CAMRA, and edited
by: Tony Scholes,
65 Funtingtower Road,
Shaffield S11 TCT,
Correspondence should be
addressed as above,
Opinions cxpressed arc not

necessarily those of CAMRA.

e Firgt the good news - only days ago,

WARDS MILD Wards Mild was put on sale sgain, for
RETURNS TO  the first time in Shefficld for many
SHEITIRLD! yecars, at the Hallamshire House, Commonside,
—————————— Walklgy. Uow the bad news - it replaces
the declining Ordinary bitter. The Sheffield Best
Bitter has been sold in bright form for some months
now. Still, this is a good sizn overall that dark
mild is still on the increase in the city, espacially
g0 since the success of Wards mild at ocur Bear
Festival.

Tim Parlin,

liore than thirty difforent real
SHEFFIELD!S SHCOoND

REAT, ALE FESTIVAL

beers were on sale, over 800

gallons altogether, and the first

barrel ran out after just over
S0 the second Sheffisld CANRA beor festival

was a great success, with only a few gzallons of a

an hour.

handful of beers left over at the end (easily polished
off by the hawlics with their plastic containers on

the Sunday morningl) Thanks to the mamioth efferts—
of those helping, more than a thousand people had a
good time in what was an eXCBllth atmosphere.,

lobedy can have failed to notice Garth
running about in bowler hat and apron, but few people
can realise the tremendecus amount of hard work he and
many others put in during the few wecks before the
festival — and lock cut for Garth on the next set of
Webster's advertiscients!

Hearly all the beors, including some
rather rarc Black Country brews, were in excellent
condition, thanks to Martin X., but the exception was
the 01d Peculier, which failed tc clear - and yet
it still sold out first! There were not many more
hitches apart from a last-minute attempt to find change
fer those who wanted their ceposits back at the ond,
which involved chasing round the pubs of Shefficld with

~

a large bag! Once again the Al Rogers band provided
excellent entertainment, and it secms that a good time

was had by all,




w————— Over the months which have elapsed since December 1975, when price lists
OPINION were made compulsory in pubs, customers have grown accustomed to having
——=——  a means of ensuring that they are not being overchargsd. Overcharging,
though, is more frequently accidental than criminal; béwildureri barmaids trying to
cope with hordes of noisy, impaticnt and sometimes: abusive customers cannot be

blamed for meking the occaesional mistake., But one other trade malpractice which we
have all secn, and which secms to be quite common, could casily and quickly be f'toppvad
by pub landlords merely by instructing and supervising their staff in the proper

use of the dispense cquipment. ' |

A recent report by a trading standards r‘&,par‘bq nt has indicated that
seven out of ten pints of keg beer sold were short axasures mamly due to cc,rbon-
dioxide froth, Short measurcs, therefore, have been the subject of legal actions
in the past, mainly concerning lager - a subjective matter though (as the courts have
found) since some lager drinkers would undoubtedly rather have part of the volume of
thoir glassos occupied by froth than drink !flat! lager. 4nd, with free-flow taps,
anyone who thinks he has an unrcascnable anmount of froth cem ask for his glass to be
tepped up.

Real ale, however, is usually served in the Sheffield area from a_.lPCtI‘lC
pumps into oversize glasses, threugh adjustable sparklers which aerate the becr to
- produce a fluffy, unreal-locking hcad, The large, ':Ensubstmtidl bubblas which form
this heal are the result of two inherent disadvantages of the »,1 setric pump when
comparcd with the handpump. Firstly, the force bchind the beer flow is not veriable —
the Mills engine is designed to pwip beer at a constant flow-rate, whercas a hanépurp '
can be pullcd as fast or as slow as the operator desires. For any given sparkler
sutting, the faster the flow the more aerated the becr, and thercfore the CI‘»&IA»’I‘
the head. Sccondly, the electric puup is metered sc that it can dispense only an
cxact neasure of beer, regordless of the capacity of the glass tc cope with this
fast flow; the handpunp user, however, can pull a pint glass thres—-quarters full
with aerated beer from fast, hard pulls and then finish gently, adding what weuld be
aloost 'flat! beer to produce a full glass with a snalluw, thick head - and any
shertage is casily tc-pﬁed Up.

Onc consequence of this is that landlerds whe txy to initate the smooth
head pruduct,d by a handpuzp tighten the electric meter's sparkler far too rwch. The
volune of highly-aerated beer is so much greater than the original neasurced quantity
that even the standard 20% cversized gloss is unable to contain it all. The rosultant
short-neasure is not obvicus te the casual custcomer, who is accustomed to sceing a
deep head on beer served intc oversized glasses.

If you suspect that tee much of your beer is.being allowed to gpill into
the drip-trays, lean across the bar and lock., Drip-trays, thecretically, shculd
contain only a few drops of beer. Try ancther test: order twe pints ond, when the first
is aluost full, ask if you can have the second pulled cormpletely flat. It will not :
be a waste, though you way got strange locks; personally I prefer ‘the taste of cur




three local mainstays 'flat! rather than fron the average electric purp, and in past
teste T have found the cver-frothed pint, after both have been left for five ninutes
to settle, to be anything arcund five per cent short. This nay net seem a great

deal, but at 25p. per pint the resale price ¢f the spillage weuld be £5.60 per 36~
zallon barrel if it were tc find its way, at the end of the evening, back intc a
barrel of becr. This practice, of course, is highly illegal, and in the vast majority
~of pubs any spillage is poured down the drain - but be on your guard., It is also
highly profitable; if the pub's turncver is ten barrels a week, a not unreasonable
average, someone could be naking £36.00 weckly tax-froc pocket moncy cut of you,

Tony Scholes.

————————  Vhen a pint is pulled from a handpwnp, the regular drinker can alncst
ALL HADS TO  1ya3 the character of tho ocperator simply by cobserving the methed of
THE PUMPS! acticn used. It is difficult to categorise them, but here are a few

recently scoen by me:—

l. The new, young and inexperienced barperson nervously gripping the pucp handle,
with white knuckles showing.

2. The naive young lady pulling pints with alternate hands becouse she has been told
that if she dees not Co this one side of her bust will develep more than the other.
3. The older type of baruaid who, perhaps because of arthritis, dces not use the
elbow but grabs hold of the handle and leans backwards using the bedy in its entiroty.

4. The person nct having drunk becr before, and thercfore nct having any idea what

a pint locks like. This type pulls the becr in spocnfuls, resulting in o pint-of frethe— —

5. The type whe uses the handle as though cach stroke is the winning pull on a one—

armed bandit.

6, Tinally, the expericnced landlcrd who, with twe masterly strokes and a little

"topper-up! pulls a beamtiful-lccking pint. This skilled hand can pull a pint whilst

talking tc the customer, cr even dc it blindfolled.

These are just scme of the ways of appreaching a handpurp; next time you

have & pint pulled watch cut for these characters and ths many others to be observed.

Juohn Beardshaw,
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IMAGINE a piece of furniture., A large cbject, virtually imoveble, requiving great
carc and delicate treatment, difficult tc¢ clean under, cbstructive when painting the
celling or changing a light-bulb, taking up a whole roon of your pun with itself and
its ancillary equipment, often a canse of disgruntlement ancng your custemers, very
expensive to buy and maintain, and - werst of all — net even meking you a decent
prcfit, What landlord would ever dream cof having one in his pub?

And yet despite oll this a number of Shefficld pubs still possoss enocker

tables; the Hallarshirve House cven has two, toking up at least half the space of the




PiL.  Pne Y79 report report of the licensing authorities states that ten licences
were renewed in the previos year, although there must be umore than ften Shefficld pubs
in total poussessing sncoker tables; poerhaps these licences are only applicable to
full-size tables and not te the smeller tables cften seen., But why do sc many landlords
keop their tables and put up with all the problems they cause?

The brewers se i to have a consiferable say in this natter, as indeed
they do in everything else. I can think cf fourteen pubs in the city still having
“snocker tables, of which Tetleys have five, Wards five, and Whitbread and Stones two
each. There will nc doubt be more than this, but I have nc reasen to believe that the
cnes I know are statistically unrepresentative; if sc, this is $o say the least an
uneven Cistributicn ameng the local brewers, One would not expect Wards, with cnly 44
tied houses in the city, tc have as nmany snocker tables as Tetleys - ond morecver it |
is interesting tc note that the cnly pub I know which has twe tables is a Wards pub,
bringing their total number t¢ six - 43 per cent of the total of all the breweries.
Wards seeu most beneficent in this respect, and deserve to be thanked for keeping
snocker alive in well over ten per cent of their Sheffield houses,

Custorers' influences rmust be streng, toc., Snocker is a game every bit
as frustrating an® skilful as golf, as anyone whoe has played both will agree. Like
eny subtle game, it has its addicts. As a sard-traditicnal ruk gane, it is a part of
the upbringing of anyone at all interested in pubs, and there can he nc doubt that
it draws custiners; the removael -f his snocker-table would cest a landlerd several
¢f his rogulars., But if a publican's main wish is tc increase hi turnover, the
substitution of a juke-bex end pinball nachine for his snocker table woeuld not only
improve his cashflow by attracting ycunger érinkers and giving them mere room to drink
in, but weuld also provide a secondary scurde of profit from the ucney ccllected by
the nachines. Nut a desirable thing perheps, but an unfortunate eccnomic reality.

The pub custcmer has traditicnally never been asked to pay a direct fee
for using the snccker table; imp.sing cne now would seen as unthinkable as charging
recple for using the lartboard or deminces. But I, and I hope many others, Wftuid
rather ray a fixed suw per gee or per hour, cr accept a raising of the lighting
slot-meter charges, than see any of those fifteen (?) snocker tahles disaprear fron
Shefficld's pubs.

Tony Scholes.

The Sheffield & District branch of the Capaim for Real Ale nects regularly on the
third Wednesday of every vonth at the Red Deer, Pitt Street - non—zermbers are welcone
to coua along and see what's going on in the pubs of this area. If you wish t¢ join,
yau could do so at the next branch meoting or by writing to our Secratary for full
Getails. The address is: David Grey, 41 Endclif e Hall Avermie, Shefficld 10,




